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BERGY’S BABBLE:  HE’S HA HA 

 “Many native traditions held clowns and tricksters as essential to any con-

tact with the sacred.  People could not pray until they had laughed, because 

laughter opens and frees from rigid preconception.  Humans had to have 

tricksters within the most sacred ceremonies lest they forget the sacred 

comes through upset, reversal, surprise.  The trickster in most native tradi-

tions is essential to creation, to birth.” 

     Byrd Gibbons, University of Arkansas 
 

 You can tell who is serious about life.  They are laughing.  They are 

bemused, laughing at themselves.  They are amusedly laughing at the inex-

plicable twists, miracles and coincidences of life.  They are mused, laughing 

with their Creator, celebrating the eternal moment in the joy of creation.  

You can’t manufacture that.  You can only receive it.  It’s grace. 
 

 On the other hand, have you ever seen an activist laughing?  Usually 

they are too busy promoting their favorite “ist” suffix to notice life’s laughs.  

It always makes me wonder.  Is their “ism” really about the altruistic cause 

or does it have mostly to do with personal recognition?  I keep scanning the 

news looking for a laughing demonstrator.  I have yet to see one.  They’re 

probably as rare as smiling joggers. 
 

 Still, God laughs as he creates his story of divine laughter. 
 

 I consider it a matter of great import that the second patriarchal 

founder of our faith is named Laughter.  That would be Isaac, son of Abra-

ham and Sarah, husband of Rebekah, and father of Esau and Jacob/Israel.   

… /// ..
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “He’s Ha Ha” 

 The sons, tribes and nations of Israel were begotten by a guy named, 

“He laughs”.  In fact, pronounced correctly, the name is even onomatopoeic-

-----‘ees-hah-awk’.  Can you imagine exploding in a guffaw every time you 

called your boy in for supper?  When choosing names for our children, the 

best advice that Candy and I ever got was to stand at the back door and 

shout the chosen name over and over again to see if it stood the test of loud 

repetition.  One of the reasons that Josh is not Thor is that one spits profuse-

ly shouting that name. 
  

 Abraham and Sarah had given up on having a child.  They were very 

old.  They gave up on God getting this done and decided to write their own 

ticket with Hagar and Ishmael.  God said, “No”.  “You’ll have your own 

baby this time next year.” Abraham laughs at God and God says, “And 

you’ll name the boy, He laughs.” Sarah overhears and laughs at God, too.  

Clearly it is impossible to get pregnant in your tenth decade by your cente-

narian husband.  But she does, and gives birth to Isaac (ees-hah-awk), ‘He 

laughs’, and then she proclaims, “God had brought me laughter and if you 

hear this story you’ll laugh with me!”  A great nation begins with Laughter. 
 

 This is not exactly what one would expect out of an austere, environ-

mentally severe, on the edge of survival, nomadic, desert-based faith story.  

It is a quintessential trickster narrative.  I can just hear the other Bedouins at 

the oasis saying, “Man, you hear that Abraham family over there!!!?  

They’re nuts, laughing all the time like crazy fools.  And every time they 

start laughing their kid comes back to the tent.” “Let’s check it out.”  A del-

egation of concerned and serious citizens from the other tents head over to 

Abraham’s tent like chickens on a June bug to get some answers. 
 

 “Hey, what’s the deal? Your kid answer to Hahahahaha?” 

 They reply, “His name is….He’s hahak.” 

  “Quit laughing like an idiot and tell me his name.” 

 They said, “He’s hahak, IS his name.” 

 “So his name is Haha then? Weird.” 

 “No! He’s He’s hahak!!” 

  “He He Haha?” (Hey don’t stand so close, kid.)” … /// ... 
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… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “He’s Ha Ha” 

 And it turns into the original “Who’s On First” routine and every-

body is rolling around in the desert sand laughing, a contagion of raucous 

hebephrenia.   Who says God doesn’t have a sense of humor? 
  

The first year of seminary, I was seriously worried.  It was no laugh-

ing matter.  It was the most difficult and stressful academic year of my life.  

There was Greek at the beginning and Hebrew at the end and all the special-

ized language and nuance of theology in the middle, a totally foreign vocab-

ulary to me.  I came to the grim realization that this was going to be the first 

time I had to really seriously study since 7th grade, and I was fearfully lost. 
 

 One of the required courses with a huge reading list was Theological 

Methodology, taught by Dr. Carl Braaten.  Boot camp for the brain.  I read 

and still understood nothing.  Lots of words, but no clear pictures in my 

head.  And the grade for the whole quarter was determined by the quality of 

the final paper, which I knew for a fact was going to be the largest pile of 

double-talk ever assembled on twenty sheets of 8-1/2 x 11.  Even if I got 

lucky and got all the words in the right places, I still wouldn’t know what I 

said. 
 

 I had a good grasp of psychology, so I decided to write out of the 

context of basic learning theory, and proposed that my method of theology 

was revelation, the ‘ah-ha’ experience, life’s little ‘eurekas’.  It was a bum-

bling first attempt at theology, but it was from the heart and I knew that I 

had half a chance.  My curve of competition included a couple of geniuses, 

several who would write what their preacher-daddy always said, several 

who would write what they thought the draft board wanted to hear and a 

few, dumb as a box of rocks, who would buy trash term papers from a com-

pany downtown. 
 

 Then I had a revelatory experience that would prove my paper’s ve-

racity.  I was reading a Zap Comix, a strip by R. Crumb, featuring Mr. Natu-

ral.  It was a loose Pentecost story about how people remembered a day 

when a skillion meatballs fell out of the sky. Everyone in the stadium got hit 

on the head with a meatball.   
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… /// ... 

But then the meatballs slacked off to where only once in a while somebody 

might get hit with a meatball, and finally the meatballs quit falling and eve-

rybody was watching and waiting and praying for meatballs, that never re-

appeared. 
 
 

 Everyone wants a revelation from above, right?  So I copied the 

comic strip and added it as a large footnote at the end of the paper.  Then I 

went to Mrs. Kirsons, the draconian refectory lady and begged three meat-

balls from her.  I named them Father, Son and Holy Ghost, gift wrapped 

them nicely, and put them into Dr. Braaten’s mailbox. 
 

 As I envisioned this thing unfolding, first he would find a trinity of 

meatballs in his mail.  He’d wonder about that.  Might even develop some 

interesting ideation concerning it.  Is it a gift?  A prank?  A personal state-

ment?  Friendly?  Hostile?  If he thinks about it at all, it will be theological 

thinking because that’s what he does.  I was curious to discover what his 

theological reaction might be. 
 

 Then on a date in the near future, while grading papers, he would 

read mine.  He’ll get to the last footnote and see this ridiculous comic strip 

and say, “What in the heilsgeschicte is going on h……Ah Ha!!  The Meat-

balls!!”  And I would have proved my point by example, the mundane work-

ing in history to reveal the divine.  Dr. Braaten would then see the method-

ology of revelation in theology through the mundanity of meatballs.  Simple 

as that. 
  

 Several saner classmates had advised against this, but it was too late, 

I had already mailed the meatballs.  So now I was getting seriously worried.  

Did I put in motion my own demise as a seminarian?  If this revelation back-

fired, I was going to have to go back into Roller Derby and the ten-inch blis-

ter on my right instep had just healed up from skating counter-clockwise 

laps on banked track of the Chicago Amphitheater, until my cerebrum lay 

flat and panting on my brain pan. 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “He’s Ha Ha” 
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  See you in worship ...………………. Bergy    

 Well, I passed with an average grade, and a note from Carl saying, 

“Well written, but this paper does not reflect the assigned reading material.”  

And that ain’t no jive.   
  

 I don’t know if Dr. Braaten ever laughed about that, or what his re-

action was.  He was a busy man.  He might not have even connected the two 

events.  Regardless, I considered his note and passing grade a gift of beauti-

ful grace.  I laughed with relief and joy.  He’s Ha Ha!  And I still revel in 

the dubious distinction of being the only seminarian who turned in meatballs 

for a term paper in theology and still managed by some miracle of God’s 

will not to wash out like the other detritus of flotsam on the shores of Lake 

Michigan.  Seriously, Isaac. 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “He’s Ha Ha” 
 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 

We are in the process of updating our permanent membership records.  

Please look in Narthex or in Holder on Church Office Door for the form  

with the information we need. 
 

Any changes in address, telephone number, etc. please give us the updated 

information.  Please return as quickly as possible.  If you have any ques-

tions contact Church Office, Sussy Terry or Fredda Yurk.  
 

As soon as we compile the information we will be printing an updated list 

for your use.  Thank you for your help with this. 
 

Fredda Yurk 
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MINUTES FOR HOLY CROSS  

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Council met Sunday, September 20, 2015  at 11:30 a.m.  Those present were:   

Pastor Jim Berggren, AIM Karen Davidson, Ann Larson, Rosie Haas, Nancy 

Beamesderfer, Wendy Lambeth, Wayne Schaper, Warren Schick, Gordon Tinker 

and Sandra Williams.  Pastor Jhon Arroyave, Jay Byerly and Ernesto Lopez did 

not attend. 
 

President Ann Larson called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m.  Pastor Berggren 

opened the meeting with an Outreach Training program.  Each Council meeting 

will include another Outreach Training.   These are designed to update outreach 

processes and provide material for discussion and implementation of outreach pro-

grams that work in this changing world.  This discussion was entitled “Some Signs 

Your Church is Making Inroads” and included information on actions that show 

your church is meeting is purpose of introducing God to all people.  Some of the 

important characteristics discussed were:  hearing less singing in the pews means 

there are more new visitors as they most likely will not know the liturgy;  long 

term members will feel unsettled is a sign the church is meeting its mission; irregu-

lar attendance becomes the norm;  there are more questions and less hypocrisy;  

lives are transformed.   If you are seeing these signs then you need to stick with it 

because it shows your church is meeting needs of new members  or visitors and is 

following the directive of a church.  Remember, many are not sure about what 

“Christian means” but they want to see authentic Christians – not one day a week 

mimics. 

Pastor Berggren continued with a prayer for strength and wisdom to discern God’s 

direction for Holy Cross.  The minutes from the July and August Council meetings 

were unanimously approved with corrections and were submitted to CrossTies and 

the Website for publication.  The Treasurer Report was presented by Wayne 

Schaper.  Currently we are meeting our congregational approved budget but have 

spent 64.32% of the budget.  He expressed concern about the low level of offering 

receipts and advised that the Adult Protective Service budget was now ZERO.  Be-

ginning at the October Council meeting we will begin preparation and discussion 

of the 2016 Budget.   The Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved. 
… /// ... 
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… /// ... 

…/…  Minutes for HCLC Council Meeting — September 20, 2015 

PASTORS’ REPORTS: 
 

Pastor Berggren reported he held a committal service for Bob Holtan.  He partici-

pated in the ELS introduction meetings and advised that the school is off to a 

good start and met many of the new parents.  He thanked Council for its work on 

the Homecoming Day and reported hearing favorable comments about it.  He at-

tended and participated in the opening of the award winning Spring Branch East 

Food Pantry’s new building and expressed appreciation for the improved storage 

building.  It was discussed that Barbara Sledge started the Food Pantry in 1972 

and that it now feeds over 500 families each month.  Pastor Berggren advised that 

the Memorial Drive Lutheran Church interim pastor is Pastor Kelly. 
 

AIM Karen Davidson continues to make hospital visits and visits to shut-ins.  She 

officiated at a private grave side service for Betty Dodson and in the memorial 

service held at HCLC.  She did not take a concurrent 2 week vacation but will 

take 4 weekends off for vacation between now and Advent.  She is compiling and 

revising the Sunshine Saint list.  She may need more people to help with giving 

communion to shut-ins and expressed the need for more people to visit with the 

shut-ins. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Wendy Lambeth reported that she held Sunday School for two children on this 

Sunday and is hopeful that more will begin attending. 

Warren Schick reported that the carpet in the Narthex needs to be repaired or re-

placed as it is uneven in places. He will measure the size of the Narthex rug and 

get estimates for repair or replacement. He advised that there were carpet rem-

nants to repair two areas in the Sanctuary that had snags and that the Sanctuary 

carpet is still under warranty. There was a gas leak in the FLC kitchen which Alan 

Lambeth repaired by adjusting the pilot flame that would blow out when too low.  

The projector will need to be repaired and he is looking for estimates for that re-

pair.  The memorial fountain has been repaired and he reminded that at no time is 

chlorine or bleach to be used in the fountain as that will destroy the pump. 
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… /// ... 

Ann Larson reported that she mailed out 100 monthly mailers inviting families 

that recently moved into various zip codes to visit HCLC. Wayne Schaper ad-

vised we have 3 more months on that contract.  The postage cost for Advent 

mailers is 49 cents each as the cards must be larger than postcards to carry the 

information provided.  A Motion was made and seconded and unanimously ap-

proved to continue with the Advent and monthly mailers.  Wendy Lambeth will 

once again create the Advent mailers and will use the same format and artwork 

as last year but update the dates and other information on them. As we are    

getting visitors, Council agreed that we should have two (2) Greeters for each 

Sunday Service that will both greet before and after each service. 
   

Warren Schick reported that APS is not yet in the new Food Pantry but expects 

to be before the Rummage Sale.   
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

Ann Larson discussed the Pumpkin Patch.  Wayne Schaper advised that there 

was $1100 in the music ministry/choir budget.  As the profits from the Pump-

kin Patch go to the Music Ministry, it was agreed that the purchase of the 

pumpkins and supplies for the Pumpkin Patch will be paid from that budget.  

The Pumpkin Patch will be held on Saturdays and Sundays on October 10 and 

11, 17 and 18 and 24 and 25 from 10 to 4 pm.   Invitations will be given to the 

ELC and WELCA will put advertisements in the same papers as done for the 

Rummage Sale.  Volunteers to work the Pumpkin Patch are still needed but we 

do have: Pastor Jim,  Joe Lambeth, Jackson Lambeth, Ann Larson, Rosie Haas, 

Allison Finer, Cathy Elijah, Kay Vaccaro, Sandra Williams and Nancy 

Beamesderfer.  Pumpkins will be left on the ground this year.  Council agreed 

it is important for HCLC to be visible and that this is a favorable way to do so. 
 

Wendy Lambeth presented the new Visitor Book and expressed appreciation 

for the great work Sussy Terry did in creating some of the welcome documents.  

The Welcome Visitor Book will be in the Usher area and they are to be given to 

all first time visitors. Council expressed that this is a very professionally done 

handout and covers much information. 

…/…  Minutes for HCLC Council Meeting — September 20, 2015 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Council approved the Advent mailer which Wendy Lambeth will revise. 

Ann Larson presented a proposal from a member of the congregation that we 

search for school musician groups to play at some services and Wayne Schaper 

will contact the Director of Music for SBISD to see who is available and if there 

will be charges and if we would be in violation of separation of church and 

state. 
 

Council approved participating in the Christmas in the Park on December 13, 

from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  HCLC has been asked to provide volunteers for the 

Pony Carrousel lines of kids.  Someone from the petting zoo would handle the 

ponies and place the kids on and off the ponies.  HCLC will be part of           

advertising to some 10,000 residents in the Spring Branch area by doing this.  

Volunteers are needed. 
 

 

  Wayne Schaper addressed some concerns expressed by the congregation.  

Those were that in some instances the Pastors were not being paid for conduct-

ing funerals and weddings.  This is included on each contract for having a   

wedding or funeral at HCLC and is brought to the attention of those requesting 

the services.  Also, the grass was not cut one week during September because 

the ground was too wet for the equipment to not bog down and destroy the 

lawn.  It was cut as soon as possible.  He will also contact the paper recycling to 

see if they will replace the receptacles and pay HCLC for the recycling which 

they discontinued but did do in the past.  The Men’s Breakfast Group suggested 

that the ushers take the offering plates to the altar. Council discussed the ushers 

should combine the offering into one plate to take to the altar. 
 

Warren Schick will contact Waste Management about replacing the dumpster 

back on its concrete pad. 
 

The next Council meeting will be on Sunday, October 18 at 11:30 am. 
 

 

ADJOURN: 
Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  Sandra Williams 

…/…  Minutes for HCLC Council Meeting — September 20, 2015 
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Club 

THE FRIENDSHIP CLUB  
 

The Friendship Club will meet at Collina's Italian Café, 8800 Katy Freeway 

on Saturday, November 21.  Please contact Pat Curran (832-814-6574) or 

Lucy Candler (713-460-2023) if you plan to attend. Hope to see you there to 

enjoy good food and fellowship! (Directions: I10 W to Campbell Rd. exit 

and make U-turn; I10 E take Campbell Rd. exit) 
Nancy Beamesderfer 

BRUNCH BUNCH 
 

Come join us for Brunch Bunch, Sunday, November 8th 

at 11:45 a.m. at Las Alamedas Restaurant, 23501 Cinco 

Ranch Blvd. Katy, Texas 77494 - (281) 347-3030. 
   
 

RSVP Jeanette Dukleth (832) 326-7214 

CANDY ROLL PROJECT 
 

November 8, after  the 9:30 am service. 
 

We will be filling tubes with candy for Shepherd of the 

Savior for children in Mexico at Christmas. 
 

Barbara Sledge 
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THANKSGIVING BAGS 
 

It’s that time of year already!  Thanksgiving is just around the corner and 

the Food Pantry will again be distributing food to the less fortunate in our 

community.  We will have bags ready on Sundays: November 1st and 8th, 

and on Saturdays:  October 31st and November 7th.    
 
 

There will be a list attached of items to place in the bags.  They should be 

returned to the Fellowship Hall on November 15th, so as to be ready for   

distribution on November 23rd.   You may add other items as you wish or 

perhaps a note to the family who will receive the bag.   
 
 

Thank you in advance for your participation in this event – it is a blessing to 

be able to share our bounty with others. 
 

The Food Pantry 

RUMMAGE SALE NEWS 
 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WORKED, DONATED, PURCHASED, 

AND CAME!!!  We made approximately $7,200.00 in this years’ Rummage 

Sale PLUS donated unsold goods of an estimated values of $2,400.00 to local 

charities and $3,000.00 in unsold goods to MAM! 
   

Your generosity will help people in our church, our community, Texas, the 

United States and countries around the world with funds for food, clothing, 

water and assistance!  Thank you so much!!                                                                         

WELCA Board 
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… /// ... 

STEWARDSHIP  

Rejoice in all things and learn to be content 

 

Rejoice in All Things 
 

 

 

Philippians 4:4-7, 10-13: 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness 

be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-

standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus….I rejoice 

in the Lord greatly… for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I 

know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any 

and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of go-

ing hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things 

through him who strengthens me.” 
 

Philippians 4 contains some of my favorite verses.  It emphasizes rejoice in 

all things and Paul’s comments that he was content with whatever his cir-

cumstances.  As we approach  Holy Cross’s November 8, 2015, Consecra-

tion Sunday, please consider these verses.  I feel pretty safe in saying that 

for each one of us, we know someone else who has more money and more 

things than we do.  My first reaction has frequently been to be either        

depressed at what I do not have or jealous at what “they” have that I do not.  

Paul was content because no matter his circumstances (in jail when he wrote 

these verses) he knew he was saved by grace through Jesus Christ.  And, 

that was all he needed.  In the old green hymnal, the offertory prayer was 

that we give God thanks for “what You have given us – ourselves, our time 

and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love.”  God has given them all 

to us, and he can take them away or give us more as we live our lives.  

Whatever we have, all are gracious gifts from God.  On November 8, we 

will focus on what we have that we will joyfully give to Holy Cross, but we 

also need to consider what we do not give to Holy Cross and what we do 

with that.     
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Our money, time and talent not given to Holy Cross are also gifts from God.  

And they need to be used to His glory wherever we are.  Whether it is right 

now in the grocery line, cleaning the house, working in the yard, working at 

work or playing hard.  Or, in the longer term (tomorrow afternoon?? Or, 

months from now) at our exercise class or coaching the kids soccer team or 

watching the number one child or number one grandchild play soccer or per-

form in a ballet, or in our family or social groups or at work – how are we 

serving God with His gracious gifts to us.  Once I heard in a Bible study that 

the most important sermon we will ever preach is how we live our lives. 
   

 

On November 8, we make our personal commitment of dollars to Holy 

Cross. Please give thanks for whatever you have and learn to be content 

with Jesus Christ’s saving grace without worry about what the other guy 

has.  What of your possessions will you share with God’s work through   

Holy Cross?                                                                            

…/… Stewardship — Rejoice in all things and learn to be content 

October was a good month 
 

for the HCLC Men’s Breakfast group.  Twelve guys gathered at Mytiburger 

for servings of fellowship, food – and John Wenger’s devotion, “Drawing 

Nearer to God”, based on the four th chapter  of James. 
 

Those twelve equaled the number for the same month in 2014.  And – the 

ladies, meeting separately, equaled their “high” of 7 Y-T-D as they were 

also fed with food, conversation – and a short inspirational reading by Char-

lotte Jaster. 
 

To join one of the groups, on the first Wednesday of each month, just phone 

Calvin at 713-690-9596 – or let him know in person at a Sunday service. 
 

Calvin 

John Stokes 
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Some time ago I was speaking with a friend and reminded her that no two 

people are exactly alike.  God has created us to be unique individuals, as 

unlike as snowflakes, each perfect and beautiful and totally unique.  Subse-

quently I ran across this observation in a devotional book by the televange-

list Joyce Meyer, whom I respect and often tune in: 

 

To wit: 

 “Don’t feel bad about yourself if you are not able to do what some-

one else is anointed to do.  God anoints each of us to contribute to the body 

of Christ in some unique way.  What God enables you to do is no more or 

less important than what He has called someone else to do. 

 

 “God made you different from everyone else to fulfill the desire of 

His heart, and He promises to fulfill the desires of your heart too.  He will 

anoint whatever He’s given you, so place your gifts in His power today, and 

enjoy yourself.” 

 

Grant us the privilege and joy of helping you find that unique you that God 

created.  You are precious in His sight.  And we are here to walk with you 

through your difficult times as well.  Please call. 

 

Marge Carroll 

Coordinator, Stephen Ministries 
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HOLY CROSS EARLY LEARNING CENTER  

‘HAPPENINGS’ 
 

Greetings to our wonderful church family. We are off to a great start and feel-

ing so blessed. Our classrooms are full with a waiting list serving 72 children. 

We have been able to add a Teacher’s Aide, Julie Fritsche, who comes and 

helps two days a week. She helps out our three year old teacher and our Pre-K 

teacher.  Julie comes to us from St. Marks and has been a spot of joy. She is a 

very hard worker and so good with the children.  
 

God has provided us with many parents who have jumped in to help out with 

the Fund Raiser this year. We had two full meetings with lots of excitement. 

One of our dad’s works at the El Tiempo Restaurant and is donating the food 

for the event.  Our theme this year will be “Fiesta”.  The date is Friday, March 

4th, at 6:00 p.m. We would love for  you to come.  It is fun and you would 

have a chance to bid on some amazing items.  We have a silent auction.  All 

the proceeds go to the children.  This year we got some new items for the 

playground with last year’s earnings.  We also were able to purchase some 

sorely needed tables and chairs.  Please know you are welcome even if you 

choose not to bid.  Don’t let that keep you away! 
 

Our teachers this year are Patti Portice, Kathleen Walstead, Janet Winkler, 

Christina Zepeda, Lynda Voran and Margaret Gehman. Janet Winkler will be 

retiring this year after 20 years of serving HCELC. We will be sad to see      

her go. She is needed by her daughter who is having her seventh child!           

Margaret’s daughter is off to college and she needs a more lucrative job! 

Please put your feelers out for anyone wanting to work with children. If you 

do know someone, contact me first (713-461-5535). We want the very best 

and someone with a heart for children. Our needs are a toddler teacher who 

does not need a degree in Education and a two year old teacher who does. 
 

We have our Prayer Pals again this year with adults from your church who are 

paired with one of our Pre K students. They have been such a blessing and we 

know this experience will be fulfilling as it was last year. Thank you for those 

of you who stepped up to this call.  
 

Blessings to you all, you are so appreciated and special to us.   
Cathy Bankhead/Director 
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OCTOBER - 2015 

04   The Jasters 

11  Rosie Haas  

       Louise McDonnold 

18   HCLC— Glory to God 

25   HCLC — Glory to God 

HUNGERFORD, Judy 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

 

PHARRIES, Doris 

14703 Eagle Vista Drive # 116 

Houston, TX  77077 

TRANSFERRED TO: 

The new storage shed is in need  

of a dresser or chest of drawers to store items. 
   

If you have one or know of someone to donate to the church,  

please let Sussy know in the Church Office. 
 

 
 

Thanks, Buildings & Grounds 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

02  Dolores Fojt 

04  Kay Vaccaro 

05  Kim Rose 

07  Yvonne Mosburg 

09  Lucy Candler 

11  Lynn Ballard 

12  Zoila Orellana 

13  Antonio Rauda 

      Fred Gardner IV 

16  Jean Seveney 

17  Doris Polker 

18  Alan Lambeth 

21  Natalie Hansen 

23  Karen Davidson 

      Penny Schick 

      Millie Brittain 

25 Libby Alexander 

27  Stan Weiss 

      María de León 

      Jacob Martínez 

28  Cassie Walker 

29  John Wegner 

      John Stokes 

30  John Lambeth 

 

If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact Charlotte so that the list can be corrected.   
 

 

Charlotte Jaster (713) 705-3861  email: jaster2@comcast.net  
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DATE 
 

1st READING 
 

PSALM 
 

2nd READING 
 

GOSPEL 

 

11/01/2015 
Isaiah 

25:6-9 

 

24 
Revelation 

21:1-6a 

John 

11:32-44 

 

11/08/2015 
I Kings 

17:8-16 

 

146 
Hebrews 

9:24-28 

Mark 

12:38-44 

 

11/15/2015 
Daniel 

12:1-3 

 

16 
Hebrews 

10:11-14 [15-18] 

19-25 

Mark 

13:1-8 

 
 

11/22/2015 
Daniel 

7:9-10, 13-14 

 

 

93 

 

Revelation 

1:4b-8 

John 

18:33-37 

 

11/29/2015 
Jeremiah 

33:14-16 

 

25:1-10 
I Thessalonians 

3:9-13 

Luke 

21:25-36 

 READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 NOVEMBER 2015 

CRAFTY LADIES 

Thanks for your support of Crafty Ladies; our first show was 

great!  Your inquiries, donated items, and your purchases are appreciat-

ed. Our next craft show is at Wilchester Elementary Craft Show on       

November 7. Come see our  booth at Wilchester  Elementary located 

at 13618 St. Mary's Lane (behind IHOP on I-10) 10a.m. — 4p.m.  
  

 

See you there!  —  Cathy Elijah 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE  

SEPTEMBER 2015                            
 

 

English Services :  100 
 

Spanish Service :   106 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

SEPTEMBER 2015 
    

   Receipts      $ 35,058.79        

                  Expenses        30,604.00 

                  Balance        $  4,454.79 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..    $ 282,562.74          

Expenditures year to date  …….       360,119.42 

Balance                                    < $   77,556.68 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $45.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Bill Alexander 

Brian Bird 

Ronald Burns 

Ed Cooper 

Clarice Gross 

Natalie Hansen 

Jeri O’Neill 

Pat Pfluger 

Penny Ramírez 
 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net


20 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate in Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Ann Larson                                   President 

Warren Schick                                  Vice-President 

Sandra Williams      Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


